
VILLAGE OF HONEOYE FALLS PLANNING BOARD April 6, 1998 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   Denise Heischman, Chair, Betsy Taylor, John Hoffman, Tom Judd, Earll 
Fontaine  

ALSO PRESENT:   Michael Tobin, Village Attorney; Jim Turner, Bldg Inspector/Code Enforcement; 
Sharon Townley, Elaine Walker  

The meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m. Chair Denise Heischman noted there were three site plans 
to review this evening. All three site plans will also need to appear before the Zoning Board of Appeals for 
Area or Use Variances.  

TOWNLEY RESIDENCE: 214 NORTH MAIN STREET: SITE PLAN  NEW GARAGE  

Ms. Townley plans to convert the present garage into a family room and build a new garage in its place. 
The new attached garage would run along the house, but will jut out approximately 2 3 feet from the living 
quarters. No new driveway would be needed. Mr. Hoffman inquired whether this new space provided from 
the old garage would be used as an accessory apartment, or for a small home business. Ms. Townley 
replied that this would simply be additional living space. Concerns were voiced about the pine trees lining 
both sides of the driveway; would they interfere with accessibility for the fire department or other 
emergency vehicles. It was felt that the trees would not be a real detriment; there is space from the 
neighbor’s driveway to allow emergency accessibility.  Siding and trim of the new garage, and the 
converted garage, would remain the same   a grey vinyl siding to match the existing house. The pitch of 
the roof would be the same as the garage and meld nicely into the home. Mrs. Taylor is not pleased with 
the design, feeling the plan creates a very long view with the front-load garage sitting out in front of the 
house, the house with garage then extends to the edge of the lot, and that the lot could be better utilized.. 
The Board questions whether a garage built around the back of the house had been explored. Ms. 
Townley feels that this would not suit her purpose; adding to the back would also create a problem with 
an existing herb garden and pine trees, additionally there is quite a drop-off in the back yard. The Board 
also questioned the amount of space between the driveway and trees, and the house. The set-back 
would be only 1-2 feet. The Board requested a foot-print (bird's eye view) of the proposed site be 
prepared for the Zoning Board of Appeals, noting specifically the space the new garage would come out 
from the house. The Board felt the design was too long; the size of the lot suggests better alternatives 
should be explored; the addition may be better placed at the rear of the house; and concerns with a front 
load garage.  

Motion by Betsy Taylor, seconded by John Hoffman, to deny Site Plan approval because the side setback 
does not meet the ordinance. Motion carried.  

The Board explained procedures to Ms. Townley and encouraged her to explore alternatives to this plan 
as well as the hiring of an expert to produce the needed Site Plans. Ms. Townley will investigate having 
new plans made and will plan, at this point, to be on the agenda for the April 27 Zoning Board of Appeals 
meeting, as well as the May 4 Planning Board meeting.  

BAUMER RESIDENCE: 2 LEHIGH STREET: SITE PLAN REVIEW  NEW GARAGE  

As there were no representatives for the Baumers, Mr. Turner presented their plans, with input from Ms. 
Heischman. This site plan also involves a lot coverage issue.  

The Baumers, owners of The Station gift and antique shop on Lehigh Street, are moving into the 
apartment at the back of the store. They plan to build a one-story, three-car garage with some overhead 
storage where a parking area now exists behind the store. This is planned to be a wood frame stucco 
structure, colors and trim will match those of The Station.  



The Board feels this is a well thought-out, well designed project that fits the spirit of the village planning 
criteria and zoning legislation.  

Motion by Tom Judd, seconded by Earll Fontaine, to deny Site Plan approval because of the needed 
Area variance. Motion carried.  

WALKER BUILDING:  41 WEST MAIN STREET: SITE PLAN REVIEW  APARTMENTS  

The Board reviewed new plans presented by Mrs. Walker created by Jim Durfee. A concern at the 
previous meeting entailed parking issues. Mrs. Walker has found that the Village lot in that location allows 
4 daytime parking spaces, and a total of 12 overnight spaces. In addition, she has obtained a written 
agreement, to be perused by Attorney Tobin, from A.W. Deckman, of Deckman Oil, to rent seven parking 
spaces for a fee from Deckman Oil Company.  

The Board continued to review the Site Plans. As no commercial/residential use is permitted by New York 
State law in a wood frame building, the proposal is for apartments only, with one allowable manager's 
office and conference room to the front of the building.  Windows will be changed all around the building. 
The Board questioned the site plans regarding the trim and molding; it is felt that these should be more in 
tune with frame buildings, in a Victorian Italianate style. Front siding should match side and rear siding in 
looks. Mrs. Walker will convey concerns to the architect. A storage structure with overhead in the side and 
rear of the building will be demolished and replaced with a trash area, access is available there; and 
landscaping will be introduced in that area. The top floor will be used for storage; the first and second 
floors for apartments.  

A Use Variance is needed for this project as it is in a VB District. The Zoning Board of Appeals will need 
the Planning Board's comments on the proposed use. Because of the New York State laws, denying the 
Use Variance would propose a hardship to the owners; the building is being renovated to enhance the 
area and is in keeping with the Planning regulations.  

Motion by John Hoffman, seconded by Earll Fontaine, to deny the Site Plan Application because of the 
need for a Use Variance; changes to be made to the facade; and determination of window placement and 
style. Motion carried.  

PARKING ISSUES IN THE VILLAGE  

The Board was asked for ideas to solve parking issues in the village, i.e. lack of space. While the Board 
feels that input is definitely needed from the Highway crew, they also feel that a method of parking sticker 
use would be worth pursuing. Parking stickers could be issued to apartment dwellers on an as needed 
basis, designating overnight parking areas in the village, ex. The Mill parking lot, Library lot, Episcopal 
Church parking lot; on a limited basis. This may generate funds for the village as well.  

MINUTES  

Motion by John Hoffman, seconded by Betsy Taylor to approve the minutes of the March 9 meeting as 
revised. Motion carried. Corrected minutes attached.  

Motion by Betsy Taylor, seconded by John Hoffman to approve the minutes of the March 30 workshop 
meeting as added to. Motion carried. Corrected minutes will be sent to the Planning Board minutes when 
the secretary has gone over legislation changes with Attorney Tobin.  

AGENDA FOR MAY 4 PLANNING BOARD MEETING  

Discussed briefly, and to be added to the agenda for May 4 are the following:  



1. Continued discussion and action on M & T Bank signs and lack of compliance.  
2. Changes needed on the Non-Residential charts  
3. Paving issues for parking lots  
 

ADJOURNMENT  

Motion by Earll Fontaine, seconded by Tom Judd, to close the April 6 meeting of the Planning Board at 
9:45 p.m. Motion carried.  

Respectfully submitted,  
Deb. Milne-O'Brien, Secretary  


